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EMPOWERING & STRENGTHENING THE LATINO COMMUNITY

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

elcome to the 11th Annual Dominican Bar
Association Scholarship Dinner. This year

we are proud to honor Maritza Mejia-Ming, Chief

of the Immigrant Fraud Unit

at the Kings County District

Attorney’s Office; Lisette Camilo

City Chief Procurement Officer

& Director of Contract Services

at the New York City Office

of the Mayor; and Marilu

Galvan, Director of Centro

Civico Cultural Dominicano,

Inc. We are also delighted

to grant scholarships to two

well-deserving law students,

Rosemary Almonte and

Sharly Larios. Thank you for

joining us as we celebrate their

achievements.

The honorees have diverse
careers. But, common among
them are achievements indicative
of hard work and commitment.
Through their efforts and
successes, our honorees have
helped empower and strengthen the Latino community.
In addition, they have achieved a level of success that
motivates, inspires, and encourages our young and
aspiring legal professionals. This year’s honorees are

role models, and the Latino community should be
extremely proud. Similarly, our student scholarship
winners are success stories in their own right. Not

only do both recipients exhibit a record of academic
excellence, but they have demonstrated a commitment
to their community.

President H. Benjamin Perez, Esq.

As the President of this organization, I am very proud

of our growth this year. Our membership numbers

have grown exponentially, we have reestablished
our presence in the legal
community, increased our
profile, and strengthened our
infrastructure. In addition, we
have built relationships with
greatly respected sponsors and
donors, whose generosity this
year has made this wonderful
event possible. On behalf of the
entire organization, I want to
thank our sponsors and donors
for their financial support.
hope we can continue working
together in the years to come
to host this event and other
mutually beneficial programs.

To our members and guests, |
thank you for joining us and
showing your support. We look
forward to your continued
participation and involvement.

Finally, I want to give special thanks to the board of
directors and dinner committee members for all of
their efforts in making this year, and particularly this
event, a great success.

Sincerely,

A

H. Benjamin Perez, President

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL TIMES SQUARE

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2014
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DOMINICAN BAR ASSOCIATION, INC.
2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: H. BENJAMIN PEREZ, EsQ.
PRESIDENT-ELECT: GLORIBELLE J. PEREZ, EsSQ.

VICE PRESIDENT: PETER L. CEDENO, EsSQ.
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: MARTIN RESTITUYO, EsQ.
RECORDING SECRETARY: ZAHIRE D. ESTRELLA, EsSQ.
TREASURER: FIDEL GOMEZ, EsSQ.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NARCISO GARCIA, EsQ.
ROBINSON IGLESIAS, EsSQ.
BIANKA PEREZ, EsQ.
ARGILIO RODRIGUEZ, EsQ.
KENNY TERRERO, EsQ.

ANNUAL DINNER COMMITTEE

CHAIR
PETER L. CEDENO
MEMBERS
ZAHIRE D. ESTRELLA H. BENJAMIN PEREZ NARCISO GARCIA
CARMEN SUARDY ARGILIO RODRIGUEZ FIDEL GOMEZ

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Co-CHAIRS
ROBINSON IGLESIAS, EsSQ.
ARGILIO RODRIGUEZ, EsQ.

THE DOMINICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 4 11TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP DINNER
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PROGRAMME

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
ELBA GALVAN

WELCOMING REMARKS:
H. BENJAMIN PEREZ, DBA PRESIDENT

BRIEF INTRODUCTION
ELBA GALVAN

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS To HONOREES

LISETTE CAMILO
CITY CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER &
DIRECTOR OF CONTRACT SERV]CES,
NEW YORK CITY OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
Introduction by Zahire Estrella, DBA Recording Secretary

MARITZA A. MEJIA-MING
CHIEF OF THE IMMIGRANT FRAUD UNIT
KINGS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
Introduction by H. Benjamin Perez, DBA President

MARILU D. GALVAN
DIRECTOR, CENTRO CivicOo CULTURAL DOMINICANO, INC.
Introduction by Carmen Suardy, DBA Dinner Committee Member

DINNER SERVICE //

PRESENTATION OF STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:

ROSEMARY ALMONTE
CUNY LAW ScHooL

SHARLY LARIOS
ST. JOHN’s UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

Introductions by Argilio Rodriguez, DBA Board and Scholarship Committee Member

CLOSING REMARKS
GLORIBELLE PEREZ, DBA PRESIDENT-ELECT
Introduction by Kenny Terrero, DBA Board Member

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL TIMES SQUARE 5 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2014
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THE DOMINICAN BAR ASSOCIATION (DBA)

is an incorporated, non-profit, national association representing the interests of
Dominican-American, native Dominican and Latino attorneys, judges, law professors,
and law students in the United States and the Dominican Republic. Founded in New
York City in 1990 as The American Society of Dominican Attorneys, DBA has grown
to represent thousands of Latino attorneys and law students across the country.

The DBA invites all Latino attorneys as well as others within the profession who subscribe
to the goals and philosophy of DBA to become members.

DBA’S MISSION STATEMENT:
To increase professional opportunities for Dominican-American, native Dominican
and Latino attorneys in the U.S. legal profession;

To assist native Dominican lawyers and attorneys of other nationalities in meeting the
requirements for the practice of law in the U.S., including assisting foreign attorneys in
obtaining the Foreign Legal Consultant License issued by the Court of Appeals of the
State of New York and its counterpart in other U.S. states;

To assist in the recruitment and retention of Dominicans and Latinos in U.S. law schools
and provide students with mentoring, scholarships and other assistance;

To partner with other bar associations, governmental agencies and community groups
to foster greater participation in the U.S. legal system by the Dominican and Latino
communities;

To address Issues of concern to the Dominican and Latino communities in the U.S.;

To safeguard the civil rights of the Dominican and Latino communities and to empower
said communities to fully participate in American society through public education and
outreach; and,

To ensure fairness and diversity in judicial appointments by serving on various judicial
screening panels. ..

THE DOMINICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 6 11TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP DINNER



PERKINSCOIe

COUNSEL TO GREAT COMPANIES

Perkins Coie is proud to
sponsor the Dominican

Bar Association's Annual
Scholarship Dinner in 2014,

PERKINS COIE LLP | 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK, NY 10112
+1.212.262.6900

SCHUYLER G. CARROLL | NEW YORK MANAGING PARTNER
SCarroll@perkinscoie.com

DENNIS C. HOPKINS | PARTNER
DHopkins@perkinscoie.com

PerkinsCoie.com  Perkins Coie LLP ~ ATTORNEY ADVERTISING
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HONOREE
LISETTE CAMILO

CITY CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER
& DIRECTOR OF CONTRACT SERVICES,
NEW YORK CITY OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

graduate of George Washington University School of Law,

Lisette Camilo began her legal career at Unite Here,
Local 100, a union which represents hotel, restaurant and
commercial cafeteria food service workers in the New York
area, where, for almost three years, she served as the union’s
General Counsel. As general Counsel for Local 100, Ms.
Camilo was involved in the litigation matters concerning
contract violations and employee discipline.

In 2005, she became an associate at Pollack, Pollack, Isaac and
DeCicco, where she practiced immigration law. Thereafter,
Ms. Camilo took a position with the New York City Council,
where as Legislative Counsel for the Contracts, Juvenile
Justice, and General Welfare Committees, where she drafted
legislation and coordinated oversight hearings. In 2011, Ms.
Camilo took a position with the New York City Mayor’s
Office of Contract Services (MOCS), where she quickly

rose through the ranks, first as an attorney in the legal unit,
then to MOCS’ Acting General Counsel, and in April 2014,
she was appointed as Director of MOCS and City Chief
Procurement Officer by Mayor Bill de Blasio.

Procurement is New York City’s tool to deliver the services

our citizens expect and demand. Whether it’s biodiesel fuel for
City vehicles, trucks to clear our streets, or fresh produce from
local farmers, agencies are constantly procuring to serve the
public. MOCS is the City’s compliance and oversight agency
for procurement and its mission is to help City agencies
achieve their programmatic goals; to provide technical and
legal assistance to agencies and vendors, and above all to
constantly improve contract management practices.

As Director, Ms. Camilo now oversees all of MOCS’
operations, reviews and approving all relevant procurement for
all Mayoral agencies, and works with stakeholders to set policy

and legislative agendas to improve the procurement process
overall. Born to immigrant Dominican parents, Ms. Camilo
was born and raised Washington Heights, located in
northern Manhattan. 62
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Dechert is proud to be a sponsor of the

Dominican Bar
Association’s
11th Annual
Scholarship

Dinner

We salute the DBA
and this year’s honorees

Maritza A. Ming
Lisette Camilo
Dr. Marilu D. Galvan

for their dedication in
advancing the legal interests
of the Latino community.

Dechert

LLP

dechert.com
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HONOREE
MARITZA A. MEJIA-MING

CHIEF OF THE IMMIGRANT FRAUD UNIT,
KINGS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

graduate of Fordham Law School, Martiza Mejia-Ming,
began her legal career at the Kings County District Attorney’s
Office (KCDAO), where as a career prosecutor, she has had
nothing short of a meteoric rise. Ms. Mejia-Ming joined the
KCDAO upon her graduation from law school in 1997. During
her tenure at the KCDAO, Ms. Mejia-Ming has served in Criminal
Court, the Domestic Violence, Grand Jury and Investigations
Bureaus. Most recently, Ming was the First Deputy Bureau
Chief in the Early Case Assessment Bureau. In 2014, Kenneth
P. Thompson, the new elected Kings County District Attorney
appointed Ms. Mejia-Ming as Chief of the District Attorney’s new
Immigrant Fraud Unit.

The Immigrant Fraud Unit is a newly created unit whose goal to
address crimes committed against immigrants, many of whom

are especially vulnerable to fraud - particularly in the areas of
employment, housing and the procurement of proper immigration
documents. The Immigrant Fraud Unit will investigate and
prosecute criminal schemes targeting immigrant communities and
offer education and appropriate recourse to victims. Ms. Mejia-
Ming was born in the Dominican Republic and immigrated here
with her family in 1972. 52

THE DOMINICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 10 11TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP DINNER
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THE DOMINICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

on their

11** Annual Scholarship Dinner, 2014
and to this year’s
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HONOREE
MARILU MARIA D. GALVAN

DIRECTOR, CENTRO CIVICO CULTURAL DOMINICANO, INC.

Aﬁraduate of Brooklyn Law School, Marilu Galvan has
evoted almost her entire career to education as well as aiding
and empowering the Dominican community here in New York
City. Prior to and after graduating law school in 1989, she has
taught at virtually all levels of the city’s education system, most
recently as adjunct professor at John Jay College of Criminal
Justice. Besides her vast teaching experience, during her tenure as
an educator, Mrs. Galvan was also employed in an administrative
capacity; serving as an assistant principal at several of New York
City’s public schools. Currently, Mrs. Galvan is the Director of
the Centro Civico Cultural Dominicano, a nonprofit organization
founded in 1962, whose goals are to enrich and empower young
adults by demanding that they play a more active role in the
empowerment of the Dominican and Hispanic community. Mrs.
Galvan has also served on countless civic, cultural and charitable
organizations, including the Dominican Women’s Coalition, the
National Organization For Women, the New York State Governor’s
Dominican Advisory Committee and the Highbridge Lioness
Club. Born in the Dominican Republic, Mrs. Galvan immigrated
to the United States with her parents in 1959. &2

Doctor in Jurisprudence, Brooklyn Law School, 1989: instrumental in organizing
and maintaining multiple professional, civic, cultural and charitable organizations,
among them, CCCD, Dominican Women’s Coalition 2012, NOW (National
Organization For Women), Dominican Bar Association, New York State
Governor’s Dominican Advisory Committee, 1992, Highbridge Lioness Club ,
Pres:. 1989 Lioness District 20R2- New York-Bermuda, Pres. 1990, Dominican
Parade, 1984, National Latinas Caucus, Inc., City College Dominican Students
Association, 1971, Asociaciones Dominicanas, Inc., Asociacion de Profesionales
Dominicanos, Club Juan Pablo Duarte(Instituto Duartiano) 1968, and others.

Awards/Recognitions: The 10th Dominican Women Writers Fair, dedicated

to four Dominican women and Dr. Galvan was one of them, April 2013;
Community Leader, Dom. Medical Association , April 2011; Cien Lideres

Dom en New York, March 2011; Community Service, Asociacion Padre Billini,
Queens, 2006; Community Service, Dominican Cultural Ass. of Yonkers, 2005;
Melvin Jones Felow, 1991; Orden de Merito Duarte Sanchez y Mella en Grado de
Caballero, Dom. Rep. Gov. 1990; Valores Dominicanos,1989; Whos Who Honor
Medal, 1987; Personalities of America, 1987; Who's Who of American Women,
1986; CCCD, pres 1985; Outstanding Young Women of America, 1982;
International Fair Chair 1982 and others.

THE DOMINICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 12 11TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP DINNER
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Congratulates
THE DOMINICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

on their

11** Annual Scholarship Dinner, 2014
and to this year’s

Honorees

and

WISHES THEM

THE BEST OF SUCCESS!
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Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Honorable Fernando Ferrer
Vice Chairman

Thomas F. Prendergast
Chairman & CEO
MTA MTA MTA

Michael J. Garner, MBA
Chief Diversity Officer

The MTA would like to Congratulate All Honorees

“It's a New Day at the MTA”

>

Craig F. Stewart
Senior Director, Capital Programs
MTA

The Nation’s First Regional Small Business Mentoring Program
Prime Construction Contracts up to $3 Million
Small Business Loans up to $900,000

Through the MTA Small Business Mentoring Program (SBMP), small
construction contractors including NYS certified Minority, Women-Owned
and MTA certified Disadvantaged Business Enterprises now have the
opportunity to learn, earn and grow within the dynamic transportation
industry. Since the inception of the MTA SBMP, $83.4 million in direct prime
construction contracts have been awarded to program participants and

41 small business loans have been approved, totaling $4.325 million.

The MTA Small Business Federal Program (SBFP) is the nation’s first
regional construction small business mentoring program. The three year
program includes: free construction classroom training, business plan
development, back-office support, technical assistance, small business loans
up to $900,000, surety bonding assistance, wrap-up insurance coverage and
prime direct construction contracts up to $3 million. Since the inception of
MTA SBFP, $32.6 million in direct prime construction contracts have been
awarded to program participants and two small business loans have been
approved, totaling $315,000.

Small businesses including NYS certified Minority and Women-Owned
Business Enterprises and MTA certified Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises are strongly encouraged to apply for prequalification.

MTA Department of Diversity and Civil Rights
2 Broadway, 16" Floor, New York, NY 10004-2207
646.252.1385 | www.mta.info

91‘{‘,31‘“".:}." 5 h:%}a o

Thomas F. Prendergast
Chairman & CEO

Honorable Fernando Ferrer
Vice Chairman

Michael J. Garner, MBA
Chief Diversity Officer

Craig F. Stewart
Senior Director, Capital Programs

MTA DIVERSITY COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN
Honorable John J. Molloy

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Honorable John H. Banks llI
Honorable Robert C. Bickford
Honorable Fernando Ferrer

Honorable Susan G. Metzger, Ph.D.

MTA New York City Transit
MTA Long Island Rail Road
MTA Metro-North Railroad
MTA Bridges and Tunnels
MTA Bus Company

MTA Capital Construction




Congratulations to
THE DOMINICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

on their

[1" Annual Scholarship Dinner, 2014

and to this year’s

Honorees

and

Scholarship Winners
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The Law Offices of Sergio Villaverde, PLLC

Congratulate the
Dominican Bar
Association and its most

deserving Honorees

Domestic Relation Matters handled with
professionalism, excellence and respect

The Law Offices of Sergio Villaverde, PLLC

295 Madison Avenue, 23" Floor
New York, NY 10017 » 212 370 5297

Sergio@villaverde-law.com

www.dominicanbarassociation.org
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STUDENT AWARDEE
SHARLY LARIOS

ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL

harly Larios is currently a 3L at St. John’s University

School of Law where she is the Notes and Comments
Editor for two journals, including the Journal of International
and Comparative Law and the New York International Law
Review. She is currently the President of her law school’s Latin
American Law Students Association, the Secretary of the
Multilingual Legal Advocates, and the Logistics Committee
Member of Metro LALSA. She has also been the recipient of
the New York City Bar Diversity Fellowship and the Latino
Lawyers of Queens County Scholarship. Ms. Larios graduated
magna cum laude from Hunter College in June 2011, where
she majored in English and minored in Sociology.

Sharly Larios

Outside of the classroom, Ms. Larios was a summer associate
for the prior two summers at Bryan Cave LLP where she
worked primarily in the commercial litigation and real estate

ST. JOHN S departments. She has participated extensively in Street Law En
qp UNIVERSITY Espanol where she has presented in Spanish on various legal
topics including issues in landlord tenant rights, family law,
and stop and frisk encounters with the NYPD. sz

ScHooOL oF Law
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

6800 JERICHO TURNPIKE
SUITE 100W
SYOSSET, NEW YORK 11791

516-433-6677
FAX: 516-433-4342
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STUDENT AWARDEE
ROSEMARY ALMONTE

CUNY LAW ScHooL

urrently, Rosemary Almonte is a first-year student at

CUNY School of Law. She currently serves as a 1L Class
Representative and sits on the Curriculum Committee as a
student member. She is interested in exploring criminal justice
and immigration in addition to employment law.

Rosemary was born in Santo Domingo and immigrated to
New York at the age of five. After graduating from John F.
Kennedy High School in the Bronx, she attended Columbia
College, where she worked with Dominican and Haitian

women on organizing a conference about Haitian-Dominican
relations. After college, she worked at Outten & Golden LLP
Rosemary Almonte as a litigation paralegal, where she helped attorneys litigate
class actions on behalf of workers, from low-wage restaurant
workers to unpaid interns.

I Concurrent with her work at Outten & Golden, Rosemary
also volunteered with Minds Matter, where she mentored a
Dominican high school student who is now attending Colby
College with a full scholarship from the Posse Foundation.
She also volunteered with Make the Road New York to assist
undocumented youth in applying for Deferred Action for
Child Arrivals, and more recently participated in a NALEO
Citizenship Drive at Hostos Community College. &2
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The City University of New York

congratulates

Dominican Bar Association

and distinguished honorees

Maritza A. Ming Dr. Marilu D. Galvan
Chief of the Immigration Fraud Unit Director
Kings County District Attorney’s Office ~ Centro Civico Cultural Dominicano, Inc.
Lisette Camilo Scholarship winners:
City Chief Procurement Officer Rosemary Aimonte
and Director of Contract Services CUNY Law School

New York City Office of the Mayor Sharly Larios

St. John's University Law School

on the occasion of the
Dominican Bar Association’s Annual Gala

OCTOBER 28, 2014
I The City
BENNO SCHMIDT University JAMES B. MILLIKEN
CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF TRUSTEES of CHANCELLOR
A New York
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. S WAL
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1-800-CUNY-YES WWW.CUNY.EDU CUNY TV-Channel 75
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Quisqueyancs valientes alcemas
y del munda a bas faz astentemas
nuestwo invicto glotiase pendaen

Salve el puebilo que intiépide y fuente
a Ja guevia a moxir se lanzd
cuanda en bélica rete de muente
sus cadenas de esclave aempid
Ningiin puelile ser libre merece
si es esclave, indolente y sewil,
si en su pecho la llama ne crece

que templd el heraisma vinil

Mas Quisqueya, la inddmita y brava
siempre altiva Ja frente alzard
que si fuere mil veces esclava
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THE COMMUNITY IMMIGRATION SUPPORT CENTER

Congmtu(ates the Dominican Bar Association and
the c[istinguisﬁec[ honorees and student scﬁofarsﬁi}a winners!

COMMUNITY IMMIGRATION SUPPORT CENTER
A NJ NONPROFIT CORPORATION

HONOREES
Maritza A. Ming Lisette Camilo
Chief of the Immigrant Fraud Unit City Chief Procurement Officer
Kings County District Attorney’s Office and Director of Contract Services

New York City Office of the Mayor

Dr. Marilu Galvan

Director
Centro Civico Cultural Dominicano, Inc

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Rosemary Almonte
CUNY Law School

Sharly Larios
St. John’s University School of Law

OCTOBER 28, 2014

Dominican Bar Association’s
11* Annual Scholarship Dinner



The Dominican Bar Association

thanks the following individuals for:
their professional skills and assistance
in prepa‘u:ing this year’s journal.
We greatly appreciate your work
and support.

) Miguelina Camilo,
" DBA Social Media Manager

Elba and Robert Torres,
Able Media Group, LLC.
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The Dominican Bar Association thanks its sponsors for
contributing to the success of our

11th Annual Scholarship Dinner

and its support of our ideals and mission throughout the year.

SIDLEY

PERKINSCOie

COUNSEL TO GREAT COMPANIES

Dechert

LLP

The City
University
of

New York

.’1/ ATTORNEYS AT I.A\\'%
Ying &

IKAPLAN ) BAR REVIEW

LAW OFFICES OF SERGIO VILLAVERDE

COMMUNITY IMMIGRATION SUPPORT CENTER
A NJ NONPROFIT CORPORATION

H. BENJAMIN PEREZ
@ ASSOCIATES, P.C.
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H. BENJAMIN PEREZ
€@ ASSOCIATES, P.C.

H. Benjamin Perez & Associates, P.C.
Congratulates the Domini can Bar Association on their

11* Annual Scholarship Dinner
and

the distinguished honorees and student scholarship winners:

HONOREES

Maritza A. Ming
Chief of the Immigrant Fraud Unit
Kings County District Attorney’s Office

Lisette Camilo
City Chief Procurement Officer

and Director of Contract Services

New York City Office of the Mayor

Dr. Marilu Galvan

Director
Centro Civico Cultural Dominicano, Inc.

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Rosemary Almonte
CUNY Law School

Sharly Larios
St. John’s University School of Law

OCTOBER 28, 2014




