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STANDING (from left): Donald Grajales, Joseph Torres, Cesar Quinones, Carmen Beauchamp Ciparick, Luis A. Gonzalez, Jaime 

A. Rios, Charles Tejada, Frank Torres, Raul Figueroa.  SEATED (from left): Nicholas Figueroa, Gilbert Ramirez, Irma Vidal 

Santaella, John Carro. 

2002 THE DOMINICAN BAR ASSOCIATION DINNER, BRONX, NEW YORK

 

From left: Sonia Veras, La Tia Martin, Luis Gonzalez, Ruben Martino, Eduardo Padro, Betsy Barros, Reinaldo 

Rivera, Faviola Soto, Lizbeth Gonzalez, Jose Padilla, Alma Cordova, Dawn Jimenez, Julia Rodriquez, Rolando 

Acosta, Jaime Rios 
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Vianny M. Pichardo, Esq. 
President, The Dominican Bar Association 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

On this day, in celebration of Dominican Heritage Month, The Dominican 

Bar Association (the DBA) proudly presented its inaugural Celebrating 

Dominican Judges panel and reception event.  As President, I felt it was 

important to bring this special event to our legal community and was 

humbled by the overwhelming support I received from all the participating 

judges.   

 

Overall, the Latino judiciary has been led by impactful leaders who paved 

the way for future Latino lawyers and jurists.  In 1985, there were sixteen Judges of Hispanic Ancestry 

across New York State.  By 2002, there were almost sixty Latino Jurists, four of which were Dominican.   

Today, there are over eighty Latino Jurists. And while we have more work to do in diversifying the 

judiciary, the progress made by these trailblazers is deserving of recognition.    

 

The purpose of this program was to celebrate the great accomplishments of our Dominican judiciary and 

to provide an opportunity to meet and learn more about the judges.  In conjunction with the program, The 

DBA created the 2017 Dominican Judiciary Journal compiling the biographies of the eighteen judges of 

Dominican Ancestry who served or are currently serving in the New York and New Jersey State courts.   

 

The event and this Journal capture the breath of talent of the Dominican Judiciary and the great strides 

that have been made since the first Dominican Judge first sat on the bench nearly twenty-five years ago.  

It also serves as a reminder of the importance of diversity in the judiciary and an inspiration to all who are 

interested in pursuing a legal career, particularly in the judiciary.     

  

Thank you again to all the participating judges.  You are truly pioneers in our legal community and we are 

grateful to follow in your footsteps.   

 

Special thanks to all those that made this event and Journal possible:  My fellow board members 

Miguelina Camilo, Patria Frias-Colón, Elsa Marte Hampton, and Shantal Sparks; London Williams; 

Judge Acosta, Judge Mendez, Judge Beltré Rosado, Judge Julia Rodriguez, and Judge Joseph A. Zayas; 

our sponsor Liza Milgrim of Sullivan Papain Block McGrath & Cannavo P.C.; and the entire Fordham 

Law School community, particularly Assistant Dean of Student Affairs and Diversity Initiatives Nitza 

Milagros Escalera, Esq. and Lorena Jiron and Andrea Rodriguez of Fordham LALSA.  
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Hon. Rolando T. Acosta 
President Justice,  

Appellate Division, First Department 
 

The Hon. Rolando T. Acosta, elected as a New York State Supreme 
Court Justice in New York County in 2002, was appointed by the 
governor to the Appellate Division, First Department in January 
2008.  In May 2017, Justice Acosta was appointed by the governor 

to serve as the Court’s Presiding Justice.  He has the distinction of 
being the first and only Dominican to sit on a state appellate court 
in this country.  A prolific writer, Justice Acosta has authored 
hundreds of decisions on complex and novel criminal and civil 
matters.  For example, in Williams v New York City Housing 
Authority, 61 AD3d 62 (2009), he analyzed for the first time New 
York City Human Rights Law claims separately and independently 
from analogous federal and state laws,  eliminating federal and state 
requirements that harassing conduct be “severe or pervasive” to 
create liability.  Williams has been adopted by various appellate 

courts, most recently by the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.  
     

Justice Acosta is a 1979 graduate of Columbia College and a 1982 graduate of Columbia University 

School of Law.  He is the recipient of Columbia University’s “Medal for Excellence,” and is a member of 

Columbia’s Athletic Hall of Fame.  He currently serves as a Trustee of Columbia University and as a 

member of The Dean’s Council of Columbia Law School, assisting former Dean Schizer, and now Dean 

Gillian Lester, with the challenging issues facing the profession and the education of future lawyers.  He 

was awarded Columbia Law School’s 2013 Wien Prize for Social Responsibility. 

 

Justice Acosta served as the President of the Association of Judges of Hispanic Heritage from 2004 to 

2007 and was awarded the Association’s 2008 John Carro Award for Judicial Excellence.  He was 

selected as the 2004 Judge of the Year by the National Hispanic Bar Association and was awarded the 

2013 Golda Meir Memorial Award by the Jewish Lawyers Guild.  Justice Acosta is currently a member of 

the New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct, the Chief Judge’s Task Force to Expand Access to 

Civil Legal Services in New York, and a Fellow of the New York Bar Foundation.    

 

Justice Acosta has been active in the development of the Washington Heights/Inwood social service 

infrastructure for over thirty years.  He helped found the Latino Commission on AIDS and served as legal 

adviser to the founding board of Alianza Dominicana and as treasurer and Chair of the Policy Committee 

of the Hispanic Federation.  He is a founding board member of the Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone 

(EZ).  Until 1999, Justice Acosta served on the EZ’s Executive Committee and chaired its Human Capital 

Development Committee, which he led in considering and recommending to the EZ Board all human 

capital and quality of life proposals. 

 

Justice Acosta was raised in the South Bronx and Washington Heights, after having emigrated from the 

Dominican Republic at the age of 14.  Prior to his judicial service, he held various posts with the Legal 

Aid Society, including Attorney-in-Charge of the largest civil trial office and Director of Government, 

where he was responsible for developing the Society’s legislative agenda and addressing government 

attacks on the Society and the poor.  Justice Acosta has also served as Deputy Commissioner for Law 

Enforcement for the New York City Commission on Human Rights. 
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Hon. Maria Arias  
New York City Family Court, Queens County 

 

 

 

 

 

Judicial Offices 

Judge, Family Court of the City of New York, Queens County, Appointed by Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 

2010 to 2018 

Other Professional Experience 

CUNY Law School, Main Street Legal Services, Battered Women's Rights Clinic, Clinical Law Professor 

Council of New York Law Associates' Community Development Assistance Center, Staff Attorney 

Legal Aid Society, Volunteer Division, Community Law Offices, Staff Attorney 

Admission to the Bar 

NYS, Appellate Division, First Department, 1986 

Education 

J.D., New York University School of Law 

University of Rochester 
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Hon. Angela J. Badamo 

Criminal Court of the City of New York  

 

 

 

 

 

Judicial Offices 

Judge, Criminal Court of the City of New York, New York County, Appointed by Mayor Bill de Blasio, 

2017 to 2017  

Other Professional Experience 

NYS Unified Court System, Assistant Deputy Counsel, 2004 to 2017 

 

NYS Unified Court System, Court Attorney, 2000 to 2004 

 

Legal Aid Society, Criminal Appeals Bureau, Associate Appellate Counsel, 1997 to 2000 

Admission to the Bar 

NYS, Appellate Division, Second Department, 1996 

Education 

J.D, Washington & Lee University School of Law, 1995 

 

B.A, SUNY Binghamton, 1992 

Professional & Civic Activities 

Member, Dominican Bar Association 
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Hon. Denise Dominguez 
New York City Civil Court, New York County 

 

Judge Denise Dominguez was elected to the Civil Court of the City 

of New York in November 2013.  She previously presided in 

Manhattan Criminal Court and currently presides in Bronx Civil 

Court. 

Prior to serving on the bench, Judge Dominguez was an experienced 

litigator with a diverse background as a public defender, solo 

practitioner, and managing attorney. She was also an arbitrator in 

New York City Civil Court, Small Claims Part, and an adjunct 

professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice. 

Judge Dominguez began her legal career as a public interest law 

fellow advocating for parents of children with learning disabilities. 

She then worked as a trial attorney with the Legal Aid Society, 

Criminal Defense Division, where she represented thousands of indigent defendants, litigated numerous 

trials and trained other public defenders as a supervising attorney. She entered private practice in 2008 

and expanded to civil litigation, focusing on contract disputes, civil rights, housing law and family law. 

As an attorney, she litigated matters in most New York State trial courts and appeared before over 100 

judges.  

Judge Dominguez has a long trajectory of community service.  She chaired the Community Workshops 

and Clinics Committee of the Dominican Bar Association for three years, providing weekly legal 

seminars and free clinic hours to Manhattan residents.  She has also served on the board of directors of the 

Dominican Women’s Development Center and the Dominican Civic and Cultural Center. She has been a 

panelist at a National Association of Women Judges’ forum for middle and high school girls interested in 

pursuing a legal career and a legal commentator on public access radio and television.  She has also been 

a speaker at bar association events, community forums and governmental hearings, including testifying 

before the New York State Assembly. 

Judge Dominguez, a lifelong New Yorker, immigrated to New York City from the Dominican Republic 

when she was three months old.  She was raised in the Chinatown/Little Italy area of Manhattan. She 

graduated magna cum laude from John Jay College of Criminal Justice and received her law degree from 

Rutgers University School of Law.  In law school, she received the Arthur Kinoy Public Interest Law 

Fellowship Award, was elected president of the Association of Latin American Law Students and served 

as an editor of the Women’s Rights Law Reporter.  In addition to her passion for the law, she enjoys 

traveling, reading and writing. 
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Hon. Lisa S. Headley 
New York City Civil Court, New York County 
 

Judge Lisa S. Headley is committed and dedicated to serving the 

public. She has worked in the court system for approximately 30 

years. She began as a typist and worked her way up to the title of 

court attorney.  In 2015, Judge Headley was elected by the East 

Harlem Community to the Civil Court Bench. 

As a court attorney, she has worked in housing court, criminal court 

and civil court helping those persons without representation, 

ensuring that they had an opportunity to be heard and were treated 

fairly. 

Judge Headley is very involved in her community.  She was a 

volunteer Small Claims Arbitrator serving the Harlem Community 

Justice Center for over 12 years. She has also been a Learning 

Leader for the public schools since 2010. Before becoming a judge, 

she was a participant in the monthly legal clinic of Assemblyman Keith L.T. Wright, providing the local 

community with legal information involving landlord/tenant issues, criminal issues, and contract disputes. 

As a civil court judge, assigned to Family Court, Judge Headley is humbled to be able to spend her days 

helping families reach resolutions to their problems to benefit the overall well-being of the lives of their 

children. 

Judge Headley holds a Juris Doctorate degree from Touro College’s Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center.  

Her undergraduate degrees are in Human Resources Management from Bernard M. Baruch College, City 

University of New York and Legal Secretarial Science from Borough of Manhattan Community College, 

City University of New York.  She holds active memberships with the Dominican Bar Association, the 

Metropolitan Black Bar Association, New York County Lawyer’s Association, New York Women’s Bar 

Association, the Puerto Rican Bar Association, and the Mid-Manhattan Branch of the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
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Hon. Rita Mella 
New York State Surrogate Court, New York County 

Lifetime DBA Member 

Judge Rita Mella, an immigrant from the Dominican Republic who 

arrived in the United States at the age of 22, was elected as the first 

Latina Surrogate of Manhattan in 2012, and has presided over that 

court since January of 2013. She had previously been elected to the 

Civil Court bench and assigned to the Manhattan Criminal Court, 

where for two years, she presided over the Manhattan 

Misdemeanor Treatment Court. After graduating from CUNY Law 

School in 1991, she worked for a small firm concentrating on a criminal defense practice. After that, and 

for more than 13 years, she served as a law clerk, first for Judge Richard Rivera, and later for Judge 

Margarita López Torres. As a law clerk, she worked in several trial-level courts: Civil Court, Family 

Court, Criminal Court, Supreme Court and Surrogate’s Court.  

While serving on the Criminal Court bench, Judge Mella was the Chair of the Gender Fairness Committee 

of the Manhattan Criminal Court and under her leadership, the committee organized several programs 

designed to raise awareness and address gender-related issues in the courts. She is a member of the 

Surrogate’s Association of the State of New York, the Latino Judges Association, the Judicial Friends, the 

New York State Bar Association, the New York Women’s Bar Association, the National Lawyers Guild, 

the National Hispanic Bar Association, the Dominican Bar Association and the Puerto Rican Bar 

Association. She is also a member of the Board of Directors of two not-for-profit organizations that seek 

to promote social justice in the Washington Heights area of Manhattan. She has worked as an adjunct 

professor at CUNY Law School. Her decisions are often published by the New York Law Journal and the 

New York State Official Reporter. 
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Hon. Manuel J. Mendez 
New York State Supreme Court, New York County 

In 2003, Judge Mendez was elected to the New York City Civil Court 

(County-wide).  In 2010, he was appointed Acting Justice New York 

State Supreme Court, and in 2012, he was elected to the New York 

State Supreme Court First Judicial Department.  Judge Mendez 

received his Bachelor of Science, with a Major in Accounting from 

Fordham University College of Business in 1983.  He received a Juris 

Doctorate degree in 1987 from Universidad Central Del Este in San 

Pedro Macorix, Dominican Republic and in 1989 completed the 

Foreign Lawyer Program at Fordham University School of Law.  

 

Judge Mendez has been Admitted and Licensed to practice in all 

Courts of the Dominican Republic as of August 29, 1989; Admitted 

and Licensed to practice in all Court of the State of New York as of August 6, 1990; Admitted to the 

Federal District Court Eastern District of New York as of May 24, 1991; Admitted to the Federal District 

Court Southern District of New York as of May 24, 1991; and Admitted and Licensed to practice in the 

United States District Court for the District of Puerto Rico as of August 2004.  He is a member of the 

following bar associations and organizations: New York State Bar Association; New York City Bar 

Association; New York County Lawyers Association; The Dominican Bar Association; Puerto Rican Bar 

Association; New York State Academy of Trial Lawyers; and Member NAACP Mid-Manhattan Branch. 

He has taken various leadership roles as Director and Past President of The Dominican Bar Association 

(2001); Director, Inwood Senior Center (1992-1999); and Loan Committee Member, Audubon 

Partnership for Economic Development   (1996-2003). 

 

He also has a long history of community service: 2007-Present: Established and run internship program 

with foreign and local law students as well Participated as judge in local Law Schools Moot Court 

Competitions; 1993 - 2002: Provided Legal Orientation to residents of Northern Manhattan, the Bronx, 

Queens and Brooklyn through the Dominican Bar Association and its Legal Clinic; 1991 - 1998: Provided 

legal orientation to residents of Northern Manhattan, the Bronx, Queens and Brooklyn through legal 

clinic, establishing by Judge Mendez at the Office of New York City Council Member Guillermo Linares 

and also: Served as Board Member Arc Inwood Senior Center.  The center provides food and recreation 

for Senior Citizens in the community; Served on the Loan Committee of Audubon Partnership for 

Economic Development. APED is an economic development organization that works closely with 

community merchants; Served as Member Community Planning Board 12; Served as Member 

Community Neighborhood Advisory Board. This board’s objective is to assess the needs and the services 

that are needed to eradicate poverty in the community; Served as Small Claims Court Arbitrator in 

Harlem and Bronx County; Served as a volunteer in the Housing Court Volunteer Lawyers project of the 

City of New York. In this capacity provided legal advice and orientation to pro-se litigants in the New 

York City Housing Court; Serve as Mentor in the PALS program; Serve as Mentor in the LEO Program;  

Continuously lecture and speak to children and young adults at Career days and other school activities.  

 

In addition to being the DBA’s 14 Annual Scholarship Gala Honoree, he has received the following 

awards and recognition: 

 November 13, 1997: Awarded a Proclamation by the City Council of the City of New York for 

Leadership, Effort and Dedication in Providing Service to the Community. 

 February 27, 2001: Awarded a Citation by the City Council of the City of New York for Service 

to the Community. 
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 January 15, 2003: Awarded a Certificate of Appreciation by the Civil Court of the City of New 

York for Service to the Court. 

 July, 2006: Declared Distinguished Graduate of the Universidad Central del Este School of Law. 

 May 2007: Declared Distinguished Jurist by the Minister of Justice of the Dominican Republic. 

 May 2007: Declared Distinguished Son of the City of Santo Domingo. 

 May 2007: Awarded Certificate of Recognition by the President of the Dominican Republic. 

 October 23, 2009: Awarded a Plaque by the High School for Contemporary Arts. 

 February, 2010: Awarded the Medal of Merit for Outstanding Citizenship by the Consul General 

of the Dominican Republic. 

 February, 2010: Awarded Certificate of Recognition for Outstanding Contributions to the 

Metropolitan Community and New York State by New York State Governor David A. Paterson. 

 October, 2010: Conferred Honorary Professorship by Universidad Central Del Este School of 

Law for establishing and working with the Foreign Internship Program. 
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Hon. Nilda Morales-Horowitz 
New York State Supreme Court, Westchester 

County (Acting Justice) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judicial Offices 

Acting Justice, Supreme Court, Westchester County, Westchester County Treatment Court, Appointed by 

Chief Administrative Judge Jonathan Lippman, 2001 to Present 

Judge, Family Court, Westchester County, Elected, 2001 to 2010; Re-elected, 2011 to 2020 

 

Other Professional Experience 

Judge, NYS Workers Compensation Board 

Family Court Bureau Chief Westchester County, Deputy County Attorney 

 

Admission to the Bar 

NYS, Appellate Division, Second Department, 1985 

 

Education 

JD, Hofstra Law School 

Manhattan College 
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Hon. Emily Morales-Minerva 
New York City Civil Court, New York County 
 

Emily Morales-Minerva is the fifth daughter of immigrant parents 

from the Dominican Republic.  Translating since she could speak, 

working in her parents’ Brooklyn bodega before she was ten, and 

attending public schools, she was inspired early toward community 

advocacy and service.  In November 2016, the people of New York 

County elected her Judge of the Civil Court of the City of New York.   

Thereafter, in January 2017, she received the honor of being assigned 

Judge of the Bronx Family Court, where she presides over custody, 

visitation and family offense proceedings.  Prior to her becoming a 

judge, Emily Morales-Minerva served as Deputy Chief Counsel to 

the Honorable Fern A. Fisher, the Deputy Chief Administrative 

Judge of New York City Courts.    

While holding that position, Emily Morales-Minerva also served as the Deputy Chief Court Attorney of 

the New York City Civil Court.   Before those roles, Emily Morales-Minerva was Special Counsel 

responsible for access to justice initiatives in the Civil Court, Housing Part.  In the years preceding that 

appointment, she served as a Principal Law Clerk to an Acting Supreme Court Justice in New York 

County.   Emily Morales-Minerva began her long career in the New York State Unified Court System, in 

2001, as a Central Staff Court Attorney of the New York State Court of Appeals.  There, she later served 

as Principal Law Clerk to the Honorable Carmen Beauchamp-Ciparick, then Senior Associate Judge of 

the Court of Appeals.  Emily Morales-Minerva graduated summa cum laude from Manhattanville 

College, Purchase, New York, with a major in political science and double minor in world religions and 

African studies.  She received her Juris Doctor from Cornell Law School, Ithaca, New York, where she 

was Senior Editor of the Journal of Law and Public Policy.   As the beneficiary of dedicated community 

leaders and public servants, Emily Morales-Minerva is committed to paying it forward and is deeply 

grateful for her role as judge.  
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Hon. Bianka Perez 
New York City Civil Court, Bronx County 
 

Hon. Bianka Perez is a Judge of the Civil Court of Bronx County 

elected November 2016. Prior to her election, she was the sole 

owner of the Law Office of Bianka Perez from 2004-2016. She 

served as Bronx Democratic Commissioner of the New York City 

Board of Elections from September 2014 through June 2016 and 

was elected the first Latina President of the New York City Board 

of Elections in January 2016. She also served as Administrative 

Law Judge with the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearing 

from 2012 to 2014. Judge Perez received her Doctorate in Law at 

New York Law School in 2000 and her B.A. from John Jay 

College of Criminal Justice C.U.N.Y. in 1995, where she graduated 

Summa Cum Laude.  

She is admitted to both the New York Bar and New Jersey Bar. 

She served as President of the Dominican Bar Association in 2012 

and 2013 and also served as Parliamentarian of the Bronx Democratic County Committee from 2012 to 

2014. She was born in the United States, her parents are from the Dominican Republic and came to the 

United States in the 1970s. Judge Perez currently resides in the Bronx with her husband and children.  
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Hon. Diccia Pineda-Kirwan 
New York State Supreme Court, Queens County 

 
Justice Diccia T. Pineda-Kirwan has been sitting in the New York 

State Supreme Court, Queens County, since January 2010. Prior to 

her election to the Supreme Court, she served as a judge in the Civil 

Court of the City of New York, Queens County, since January 

2003. She is the first Latina elected to the bench and to public office 

in the history of Queens County, as well as the first female 

Dominican-born judge to be elected in the state of New York. Prior 

to serving as a judge, Justice Pineda-Kirwan worked in the judicial 

branch for more than 13 years. 

Born in Baitoa, Santiago in the Dominican Republic as one of seven 

children, Justice Pineda-Kirwan was nine years old when she 

moved to New York to joined her family, who had previously 

emigrated there. She and her family settled in Hollis, Queens, where 

she then attended public schools. After graduating from Jamaica 

High School, Justice Pineda-Kirwan went on to attend Queens College, even though her family had 

already returned to the Dominican Republic. She graduated cum laude while double majoring in Spanish 

and Secondary Education with a minor in French and Theatre/Dance. In the summer of 1976, she attended 

a summer educational program in Brazil. During her last semester at Queens College, she participated in 

the Study Abroad Program in Seville, Spain, and completed her undergraduate studies in June 1977. 

Years later, Justice Pineda-Kirwan maintained an ambition to pursue a career in public service even after 

she had started a family. She joined the inaugural class of the City University of New York Law School at 

Queens College. From 1983 through 1986, while pursuing her law degree as a single parent, she co-

founded and incorporated the CUNY Law School Child Care Center where her son Christopher was one 

of the first students. She earned her Juris Doctorate in 1986. 

Upon graduating law school, Justice Pineda-Kirwan became Assistant Counsel to the Office of the 

Borough President of Queens County. There she assisted in litigating cases regarding the homeless, the 

“Garbage Barge,” and the Edgemere Landfill. She credits her time at the Office of the Borough President 

for providing her with an introduction to the kind of public interest work she wanted to devote her 

professional life to, and for giving her insight into the inner workings of city government. 

From there, Justice Pineda-Kirwan was appointed as a Law Assistant (now Court Attorney) in the Civil 

Court, Queens County. She became the Principal Law Clerk to a Justice of the New York State Supreme 

Court, and served two other Supreme Court Justices until 2002, when she was elected. She found her time 

on the civil court bench to be both demanding yet rewarding. Now in the Supreme Court, Queens County, 

Justice Pineda-Kirwan regularly meets the challenges she faces with vigor and poise. In spite of a 

demanding schedule, the Justice makes time to take on and mentor many local college and law students 

who have sought internships in her Court. 

Throughout her career, Justice Pineda-Kirwan has been an active member of a number of professional 

organizations, including The National Association of Women Judges, in which she served on the 

association’s Color of Justice Program, a yearly one-day conference to inform young women of color of 

career opportunities in the legal field. She has chaired the Association’s First Outreach to Law Schools 

Program at CUNY School of Law and was a panelist at the St. John’s Law School program. In addition, 
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she is a Board Member of the Latino Judges Association f/k/a the Association of Judges of Hispanic 

Heritage, a co-founder and Advisory Member of the Latino Lawyer’s Association of Queens County, a 

founding member of CUNY Law’s Latin American Law Students Association (LALSA), as well as a 

member of The Judicial Friends, the Dominican Bar Association, the Association of Dominican Judges, 

the Catholic Lawyers Guild, and the National Hispanic Bar Association. Justice Pineda-Kirwan was made 

a board member on the CUNY School of Law Board of Visitors, and CUNY Law’s LALSA has named a 

Summer Service Fellowship in honor of Justice Diccia T. Pineda-Kirwan to benefit students working in 

legal non-profit organizations whose work impacts communities of color here in the United States and 

abroad. 

Justice Pineda-Kirwan has been involved in numerous community organizations. She has served as an 

advisory board member of the Latin American Cultural Center of Queens, the Latin American Women’s 

Council, The Queens Hispanic Coalition, Embassy of Latin American Women of Queens, and the 

Asociación Benéfica Cultural Father Billini. Justice Pineda-Kirwan has also served as PTA President and 

was on the board of Holy Cross High School. 

She was most recently honored by the Commission of Justice of the Dominican Republic and APEC for 

her contributions to the North American justice system by exemplifying the values of the Dominican 

community in the United States. Other honors she has received include the Presidential Medal of Civil 

Merit from the President of the Dominican Republic, an honorary degree from the Universidad Autonoma 

de Santo Domingo, recognition of honor from El Colegio de Abogados de la República Dominicana, 

recognition of honor from the Dominican-International Federation of Women in Commerce, The Father 

Billini Award for Outstanding Work in the Field of Law and Justice and Merit as the First Dominican 

Woman to be Elected to a Judgeship in Queens County, and an Honorary Award for Outstanding Support, 

Dedication, and Service to the Hispanic American Community during “Merengue Night at Shea.”  On 

September 22, 2005 Justice Pineda-Kirwan was the honoree at the Latino Lawyers Association’s Annual 

Hispanic Heritage Breakfast held at the Supreme Courthouse in Jamaica, Queens County. She is the 

recipient of the 2005 Public Service Award from the Dominico-American Society, in recognition of her 

commitment to and advocacy for public service. In March of 2006, El Diario La Prensa named Justice 

Pineda-Kirwan one of the Outstanding Latinas of 2006 in recognition of her achievements and 

contributions and as a model of the community. Justice Pineda-Kirwan was also the recipient of the 

Corona-Elmhurst Center for Economic Development, Inc., Woman of the Year Award 2006. 

Justice Pineda-Kirwan is the proud mother of three children – Shannyn, Christopher, and Lauren and 

grandmother to her grandson, Caiden Joseph, and granddaughter, Quinn Makenzie. Her eldest, Shannyn, 

is the Vice President Senior Investment Marketing Writer, and a graduate of Fordham Law School. 

Christopher is a graduate of New York State University at Geneseo, and is a lieutenant in the Fire 

Department of the City of New York. Lauren, the youngest, has completed a Master’s program at the 

University of Colorado, is working on completing her second masters, and dreams of becoming a 

veterinarian. 
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Hon. Victoria Pratt 
Chief Judge  

Newark Municipal Court 
 

The Honorable Victoria F. Pratt is the Chief 

Judge of the Newark Municipal Court in 

Newark, New Jersey. She has gained 

international acclaim for her work to reform the 

criminal justice system and has been called a 

pioneer in procedural justice. She presides over 

New Jersey’s first Community Court, Newark 

Community Solutions, and provides alternatives 

to jail to low-level offenders, through community service, social service mandates, and often assigns 

essays. She has appeared on MSNBC’s Melissa Harris Perry’s show and MSNBC’s The Docket, and 

featured on the PBS show Due Process. A sought after national and international speaker, Judge Pratt has 

served as a panelist for the Better Courts Conference in London, England, La Conferencia de Mujeres in 

the Dominican Republic, the American Judges Association Annual Conference, the Department of 

Justice’s “Criminal Penalties: Fines and Fees” conference and the International Community Court 

Conferences, to name a few. The Whitehouse recently invited her to facilitate a breakout session at its 

convening “A Cycle of Incarceration: Prison Debt and Bail Practices” and again as a speaker on the 

Convening on Criminal Justice Reform. She has also served as Faculty for the New Jersey Judicial 

College, a judicial trainer for the Superior Court of Washington, D.C.  She has been the guest lecturer at 

the Rutgers Law School’s 33rd Annual Chief Joseph Weintraub Lecture, and guest lecturer at Yale Law 

School’s Criminal Justice Reform Workshop.  

She also served as a panelist, at Rutgers University School of Criminal Justice’s “Building Democracy in 

the Brick City.”  Judge Pratt earned her Juris Doctor from Rutgers Law School-Newark and her Bachelor 

of Arts from Rutgers University in New Brunswick. She is licensed to practice law in both New Jersey 

and New York, and is admitted to the U.S. Supreme Court.    

  



[23] 
The Dominican Bar Association   2017 Dominican Judiciary Journal (Sept 2017 Update) 

Hon. Leticia Ramirez 
Civil Court of the City of New York 

111 Centre St. 

New York, NY 10013 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Judicial Offices 

Acting Justice, Supreme Court, Civil Branch, New York County, Designated by Chief Administrative 

Judge A. Gail Prudenti, 2015 to 2017 

Judge, Family Court of the City of New York, Kings County, Designated by Chief Administrative Judge 

Ann Pfau, 2011 to 2015 

Judge, Civil Court of the City of New York, New York County, Elected, 2011 to 2020 

Other Professional Experience 

Principal Court Attorney to the Hon. Jose A. Padilla, Jr., Judge of the Civil Court, County of New York 

Admission to the Bar 

NYS, Appellate Division, First Department, 2000 

Education 

J.D., Brooklyn Law School 

B.A., John Jay College of Criminal Justice, The City University of New York, 1994 

 

Professional & Civic Activities 

Dominican Bar Association 

Association of Judges of Hispanic Heritage 
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Hon. Julia Rodriguez 
New York State Supreme Court, Bronx County 

Julia I. Rodriguez was elected Supreme Court Justice in Bronx County 
in November 2013, after serving as Acting Supreme Justice since 
March 2009. She also served as Judge of the Civil Court starting in 
January 2004, and before her election to the Civil Court she had served 
as a Housing Court Judge from 1999 through 2003. Currently, she 
presides in jury and non-jury trials, covering the range of personal 
injury, medical malpractice, labor law, insurance and Article 78 

proceedings. 
Judge Rodriguez received her law degree from Fordham University 
School of Law in 1990, and earned her bachelor’s degree in economics 
at Hunter College, City University of New York in 1986. Her first job 
after law school was at the Civil Division of the Legal Aid Society 
working in landlord/tenant matters. Judge Rodriguez began her public 
service career in 1994 as a Court Attorney in Civil Court for Justice 

Lucindo Suarez; she continued to serve as his Principal Court Attorney in Bronx Supreme Court. 
 
Judge Rodriguez was an Arbitrator in Bronx County before joining the Bench in 1999. She is proud to 
have served as President of the Dominican Bar Association (DBA) for two terms in 1997/98. Under her 

leadership the DBA became a member of the Network of Bar Leaders, and the DBA gained national 
recognition when it joined as an affiliate of the Hispanic National Bar Association in 1997. She is also a 
member of the Bronx County Bar Association, the Bronx Women’s Bar Association and the Puerto Rican 
Bar Association. She recently served as a Board of Director of the Bon Secours Schervier Nursing Care 
Center, an unpaid position, from January 2007 to December 2012. 
 
Judge Rodriguez is proud to have authored many decisions published by the State Reporter and the New 
York Law Journal since she became a Judge in 1999. In August 2008 she was rated “Qualified” by the 
Independent Judicial Election Qualification Commission for election to the office of Supreme Court, 
Bronx County. 
Judge Rodriguez and her family migrated from the Dominican Republic in 1963. She and her three 

siblings grew up in Queens and attended public schools, where “we had the best teachers in the world 
who instilled in us the love of reading.” 
 
Judge Rodriguez is married to the trumpeter Christopher J. Anderson, and they have two children aged 20 
and 17. 
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Hon. Fiordaliza A. Rodriguez 
New York City Family Court, Bronx County 
 

Fiordaliza A, Rodrigues was born in the Dominican Republican, and 

emigrated in 1981 to join her parents in New York. She attended 

public elementary and high school, and graduated in 1993 from John 

Jay College of Criminal Justice (cum laude) with a Bachelor of Arts 

degree and a major in government and Public Administration. In 

1996, Judge Rodriguez obtained a Master of Science degree in 

Urban Policy Analysis and Management from the New School for 

Social Research, the Robert J. Milano Graduate School where she 

first served as the First Vice Chairperson of the Student Voters 

Education Fund. Thereafter, Judge Rodriguez accomplished her 

childhood dream of becoming a lawyer by graduating from the City University of New York (CUNY) 

School of Law in 1999. While at CUNY, she represented victims of domestic violence in Queens Family 

Court and she co-founded the Main $treet $tudent Legal Defense Fund, a fund created to assist law 

students in the representation of indigent clients and to create program that would increase alumni 

involvement in public interest law. Judge Rodriguez also served as a Managing Editor of the New York 

City Law Review, she participated in MOOT Court and was the President of the Latino Law Student 

Association.  

Judge Rodriguez began her legal career as an assistant Corporation counsel for the Administration for 

Children Services (ACS) where, for four and a half years, she prosecuted parental abuse/neglect and 

termination of parental right cases. After that position, Judge Rodriguez was both a solo private 

practitioner providing legal representation in the area of Family Law, Divorce, Real Estate/Wills and a 

member of the Assigned Counsel 18-B Panel. While on the panel, she provided legal representation to 

hundreds of indigent adults and children who had cases in the Bronx Family Court. Judge Rodriguez used 

her bilingual and advocacy skills/background to ensure that her clients fully understood why they were in 

court and what social services they needed to get out of it. The enormous volume of sensitive and highly 

contested litigation gave Judge Rodriguez the skill to quickly identify legal issues, apply the law and be 

an effective and zealous advocate. In addition, she was the President for two terms and the Director of 

Governmental Affairs of the Bronx Family Court Bar Association. Judge Rodriguez also testified before 

the New York City Council in defense of the Panel.  

Throughout her legal career, Judge Rodriguez has been a very active leader in civic organizations, such as 

the Dominican Bar Association, the Network of Bar Leaders, the Hispanic National Bar Association, and 

the Bronx Family Court Bar Association, to name a few. She has extensive experience in the area of 

public interest and has provided legal services pro bono to Project Club Clemente, a Bronx based non-

profit organization whose mission is to educate and promote the great humanitarian Mr. Roberto 

Clemente. Judge Rodriguez is a Blue Belt in Tae Kwon Do and is a Board Member at the Bronx YMCA. 

Moreover, she is the past President and Treasurer of the Co-Op Association Barnes Gardens owners 

Corp., former Co-Chair of the Wellness Street Fair for the R&F Wellness Fair Corp., and a past Board 

Member of La Gran Parada Dominicana del Bronx. 

Since 1998, Judge Rodriguez has been involved in the area of family law and she has represented all 

asides in litigation: i.e., an agency, parents and children. In April 2010, she presided in the Family Court 

as a Court Attorney Referee, a quasi-judicial position, where she handled a caseload normally assigned to 

a judge involving custody, visitation, guardianship, family offenses, and paternity petitions. She served as 
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a liaison in the intern program and mentored law students assigned to the court. Judge Rodriguez heard 

over 4,500 cases in her tenure and was ranked First, amongst her colleagues, in a meeting the standards 

and goals of cases assigned to her. She also had the honor of being the First Referee of Dominican 

descent to be selected for that position.  

Judge Rodriguez’ professional aspiration was to become a Judge. In 2013, she received, a “Qualified” 

rating for Civic Court by the Independent Judicial Election Qualification Commissions and the 

Independent Judicial Screening Panel of the Bronx Democratic County Committee. Overall, the 

experiences Judge Rodriguez acquired throughout her personal life, extensive legal career and her 

participation in public service made her a great asset to the Family or Civil Court bench. In February 

2015, Mayor Bill de Blasio made her dreams come true when he appointed Judge Rodriguez to a 10 year 

term in the Family Court. She was the First Dominican appointed by this Mayor and the First Appointed 

Dominican to sit in the Bronx Family Court. Judge Rodriguez handles child neglect/abuse and all aspect 

of foster care placement cases. She is also a Board Member of the Latino Judge Association and mentors 

College/Law School Interns.  

Judge Rodriguez’ parents, now retired, were hard working business people in the Bronx and Manhattan. 

Her father dedicated over 45 year to public service and still serves as a Consular Aide in the Dominican 

Republic’s Government. Judge Rodriguez lives in the Bronx, with her husband, Eliezer (a lawyer and the 

Association Executive Officer of the Bronx-Manhattan North Association of Realtors) and their two 

children.  
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Hon. Llinét Beltré Rosado 
New York State Supreme Court, Bronx County 

(Acting Justice) 
 

Judge Llinét Beltré Rosado was born in the City of Santiago 

de Los Caballeros in the Dominican Republic, and 

immigrated to the United States when she was a young 

child. She and her three sisters were raised by her divorced 

mother in the NYCHA houses of Jacob Riis on the Lower 

East Side of Manhattan.  

Upon graduation from Albany Law School, she relocated to 

the Bronx with her family, where she began her career at the Bronx Legal Aid Society, representing 

indigent people accused of committing crimes. Subsequently, she became an attorney at Children Law’s 

Center where she represented children in custody, visitation, neglect, child support and domestic violence 

cases in both the Family Court and Integrated Domestic Violence Part.   Judge Beltré Rosado also worked 

as a court attorney to the Honorable Manuel J. Mendez; the Honorable Sallie Manzanet-Daniels; and the 

Honorable Robert E. Torres.   

Since 1999, Judge Beltré Rosado has been a professor at Hostos Community College, where she has 

taught Criminal Law, Family Law, Trial Advocacy, and Introduction to Criminal Justice Administration. 

Judge Beltré Rosado served as 2nd Vice Chair of Community Board 4 in the Bronx; was Assistant 

Treasurer of the Association of Law Secretaries of the Supreme and Surrogate’s Courts in the City of 

New York; served on the Council District 17th Round Table Advisory Committee; and was a member of 

Bronx Community Board #9, New York League of Puerto Rican Women, and the Dominican National 

Round Table.  Judge Beltré Rosado was a board member of the Dominican Bar Association and Bronx 

Legal Services of New York.   

Judge Beltré Rosado received a citation from Councilwoman Diana Reyna for her service as a board 

member of the Dominican Bar Association on February 26, 2004 and a citation from Councilman 

Fernando Cabrera for her service as Second Vice Chair of Community Board 4 on June 26, 2012. 

Judge Beltré Rosado  became a member of  Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated in college; and is a 

current member of Latino Judges Association; New York City Family Court Judges Association; the 

Bronx Bar Association; the Bronx Family Court Bar Association; the Dominican Bar Association; the 

Historical Society of the New York Courts; and  New York State Academy of Trial Lawyers. She is a 

board member of the Bronx Women's Bar Association and Vice President of the Bronx Catholic Guild. 

She has also been a coach for the Thurgood Marshall Mock Trial Competition since 2008 and for 

American Bar Association High School Mock Trial Competition since 2013.  Judge Beltré Rosado and 

her respective teams won the Thurgood Marshall Mock Trial Competitions in 2013 and 2016. 

Judge Beltré Rosado is admitted in the First Judicial District, the Federal Eastern and Southern Districts, 

and the United States Supreme Court. She has worked in the Appellate Term, First Department; Supreme 

Court, in both Civil and Criminal Divisions; the Criminal and Civil Courts; Family Court; and Small 

Claims Court.   

On November 6, 2012, Judge Beltré Rosado was elected Civil Court Judge of Bronx County and presided 

over Custody, Visitation, and Family Offense petitions in Bronx Family Court until January 28, 2016.   

On February 1, 2016, Judge Beltré Rosado was transferred to Bronx Supreme Court and currently 
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presides over consumer credit cases in Civil Court and contested and uncontested divorces in Supreme 

Court.  On January 6, 2017, she was elevated to a Matrimonial Part in Bronx Supreme Court.  Since 

January of 2016, she has presided over arraignments in Bronx Criminal Court.  Judge Beltré Rosado 

serves on the Matrimonial Curriculum Committee for the New York State Judicial Institute. 

On October 5, 2012, the Universidad APEC recognized Judge Beltré Rosado during Dominican Week 

2012 for her successful and brilliant career as a lawyer and her contribution to the positive recognition of 

Dominicans abroad.  On January 30, 2013, Judge Beltré Rosado was honored at Assemblywoman 

Carmen E. Arroyo’s 18th annual Entre Nosotras awards luncheon for her accomplishments as a Hispanic 

woman and for her contributions towards the advancement of the Puerto Rican/Hispanic community.   On 

February 20, 2013, the Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. honored Judge Llinét Beltré Rosado 

during his Dominican Heritage Month celebration for her hard work and remarkable impact in the Bronx 

and throughout the Dominican community.  On June 13, 2013, the Manhattan Times, the Bronx Free 

Press honored Judge Beltré Rosado as one of its 2013 Women of Distinction. On December 5, 2014, the 

Bronx Family Court Bar Association presented Judge Beltré Rosado with an award for her service to 

families and tireless advocacy for the children of Bronx County.  On February 12, 2014, the Universidad 

Autónoma de Santo Domingo recognized Judge Beltré Rosado for her collaboration with its internship for 

law students in the New York City courts.  On February 19, 2014, the New York City Consulate General 

of the Embassy of the Dominican Republic in the United States honored Judge Beltré Rosado during their 

Dominican Heritage Month celebration for her successful career as a Bronx Family Court judge.  On June 

30, 2015, the Bronx Times Reporter honored Judge Beltré Rosado as one of the Bronx’s 25 Most 

Influential Women. On September 20, 2016, the Dominican Bar Association honored Judge Beltré 

Rosado for her noteworthy contributions to the Latino community and her demonstrated commitment to 

diversity and inclusion within the legal profession. 

Judge Beltré Rosado has been married for 19 years to Armando Rosado, a private investigator, and they 

have two sons, Elias and Nickolas Armando Rosado.  The entire family hold Semi-Black belts in Tae 

Kwon Do. 
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Hon. Faviola A. Soto 
New York State Court of Claims 

Judge Faviola Soto, the first Dominican judge in New York and 

the first Hispanic to sit in the Court of Claims, was born and 

raised in Hamilton Heights. Her parents, Ana and Rafael, were 

born in the Dominican Republic and emigrated to New York 

City in the late 1940s: Ana to escape the dictator Trujillo and 

Rafael brought at age 14 by his mother who was escaping 

domestic violence. Ana and Rafael met in New York as workers 

in the garment district and married after he returned from his 

service in the Army during the Korean War. Judge Soto attended 

schools in the New York City public school system, graduating 

from George Washington High School in 1970. She received her 

B.A. degree from the City College of New York in 1975, with a 

major in Economics and a minor in Mathematics. Judge Soto 

received a full scholarship and obtained her law degree from 

New York Law School in 1978. She was admitted to the Bar of the State of New York in March, 1979. 

Judge Soto began working at Bronx Legal Services in 1978, providing free legal services to indigents. 

She entered into private practice in 1980 and continued as a solo practitioner in 1982, running a general 

civil and criminal practice in Manhattan and the Bronx. During that time she also presided over Child 

Support cases as a Hearing Examiner in Family Court. For almost ten years she specialized in the areas of 

Family Court working as an 18B attorney. In 1993 she was selected to run for a judgeship in the 7th 

Municipal District, which is composed of Hamilton Heights, Washington Heights and Inwood, and was 

elected to the Civil Court of the City of New York. She was re-elected in 2003, serving until 2006; she 

also served as Acting Justice on the Supreme Court of New York County, appointed by Chief 

Administrative Judge Jonathan Lippman, from 2002 to 2006; and has served on the New York State 

Court of Claims, to which she was appointed by Governor George Pataki, since 2006. Justice Soto is the 

proud mother of six children and grandmother of seven grandchildren. 

Judge Soto believes her Dominican background has featured as an important strength throughout the 

course of her professional development and continues to do so now, both in making a contribution to 

positive changes in public perception of the justice system and also through her own ability to empathize 

with others. "When I first became a judge I was assigned to criminal court, so I think I was put there by 

the court system based on the fact that I was Dominican and it allowed a lot of the defendants and the 

people who use the criminal court system to see somebody on the bench that actually looked like them, 

that knew their language, that had a familiar-sounding name, and I thought that gave a lot more credence 

to the court system because the judges should look like the population that they're actually serving. 

"As a Dominican woman, I try to treat everybody the same. My patience extends to everybody, to society 

as a group, including the mentally ill, the homeless. My spectrum of sympathy extends much further 

because Dominicans look like everybody. We are everybody." 

The evolving Dominican experience in the US and the changing self-definition of Dominican identity 

have naturally shaped her personal history in some interesting ways, Judge Soto revealed. 

"I was raised by a single mother. My parents met each other in the United States. My mother came from 

Altamira and my father came from Barahona. So I don't think they would have met if they hadn't come to 
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the US. They met in the garment industry. I started working as a child, from 12 years old, cutting little 

threads for dresses, going with my mom to work.” 

"If you were a white Dominican you were considered Puerto Rican. If you were dark Dominican, you 

were considered African-American. I have two sisters who are much lighter than I am, so they were 

Puerto Rican and I was African-American. It wasn't until I got older and the community became more 

Dominican that I felt more camaraderie with my community and really felt I was a part of something." 

Asked what advice she might offer young people in the community who look up to her as a role model, 

particularly to those interested in making a difference, Soto is unhesitant in her reply. "I believe that 

education is the key. If it had not been for City College, I might not be in the position I am now. I grew up 

a few blocks from City College. I remember seeing people get out at the 137th St. train station going to 

this institution of higher learning and dreaming about being a student there one day. I remember going to 

school and not having to worry about tuition or even car fare since I could walk to school every day. And 

I'm just so grateful for the opportunity and I think young people should take every opportunity they can to 

educate themselves, to study hard, to not waste time. Every day counts, and that's how I live my life, still 

today." 
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Hon. Helen Voutsinas 
Nassau County District Court 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judicial Offices 

Judge, District Court, Nassau County, Elected, 2011 to 2016 

Other Professional Experience 

Principal Law Clerk, Nassau County Court 

Assistant Town Attorney, Town of North Hempstead 

Deputy Majority Counsel, Nassau County Legislature 

Admission to the Bar 

NYS, Appellate Division, Second Department, 2000 

Education 

J.D., St. John's University Law School, 1999 
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THEN . . .
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 . . . AND NOW WITH THE DBA  
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In Remembrance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Milagros A. Matos  

(1950-2006) 

 
Honorable Milagros "Millie" A. Matos of New York City died on December 26, 2006, at the age 

of 56. She was born in the Dominican Republic on May 12, 1950, and immigrated to New York 

City at nine years old. She received her law degree from Brooklyn Law School in 1982 and was 

a trial attorney for over 22 years, specializing in medical malpractice and defense litigation. She 

was elected to the New York County Civil Court and took the office in January 2005. She served 

as a board member of many local bar organizations and as mentor to many. 
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Save the Date! 

 

15th Annual Scholarship Gala 

 

 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018 

 

Battery Gardens, NYC 

 

www.dominicanbarassociation.org 


